MEMORANdUM FOKl Oft/CPP 

SUBJECT: Burasoary Report as of 1 July 1953 - 

A3CHAMP PP Activities 



1* Sft has boon In continuous contact with the ^ECiiAMP organise- 
tion since August 1949* Our collaboration with tills nEtldnal Lithuan- 
ian group was initiated primarily in the interest of FI operations. 

Up to approximately nine months ago the PP value of the group re mai n e d 
largely dormant. The group prepared and signed two leaflets which 
wore dropped into 133ft in 1950 end 1951. It also published a few books 
of value in the English, Preach, German and Lithuanian languages, and 
prepared occasional materials for broadcasting into Iron Curtain 
territory over VGA, HFB and other available European facilities, but 
otherwise confined its work to political activity in connection with 
friendly /governments and the Lithuanian conmraaity in the western world. 
Only since the turn of the year have AEGHAMP PP activities assumed 
more serious proportions. How they appear to be of great potential 
merit. 



2. These activities fall into two broad categories of radio bread* 
easting and news-propaganda dissemination through print. As of the 
end of June 1953 they were as follows: 



a. The AEUHAKPB were broadcasting to Iron Curtain arms in 
the Lithuanian language on seven-day weekly schedules over the 
following short wave facilities: 

gadiojtoas a nd R^j^Vatie«n — 20 an d 15 minutes daily 
respectivelyehd 15 sQ^w feUy over Radio Madrid . This 
time is available to the ARCHAMPS free of charge. To 
Radio Vatican they pay an occasional subsidy of $100 to 
§200 of their own will. 



b. Both on demand and at their own initiative they are supply- 
ing tests, tapes and speakers to 



VGA (Radio Center Munich and New York) 
nm Munich 



RIAS 

Radio Stuttgart (Sddwest Kundfunk) 

HWtSi Bsvciburft 

Deutscherfolle Kdln DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES METHODSE-XEMPT I ON 3 8 2 B 
NAll MAR CRIHESDISCLOSURE ACT 

un too? 
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c. The AECHAMPS record the dally output of K53R radio 
stations. For this purpose they operate a monitoring station 
at Scharbeuts, near LffiwA, Germany, 

d. They Polish every ten days an * 

lively 20-page admograpbe} publication in the Lithuanian 
language* The Immediate practical purpoee of the bulletin in 
to service the Lithuanian language press in the Whet consisting 
of sane 70 dallies and weeklies in all parts of the globe and 

8 radio outlets In the &*$• A broader purpose of the bulletin 
in to guide, wold together and infora the Lit h u anian enigrn 
community fro» a central source. 

e. They subsidise a small weekly ("Keleivis" - "Traveler") 
intandad for Germanised Lithuanian emigres from so-called 
Lithuania Miner and East Prussia, frequently the weekly oaken 
its way into the East Zone of Germany. 



f • An occasion demands, the AECHAMPS issue books, pamphlets 
and loaflete for distribution in the West, and, when possible, 
in Bast* Currently, they are arranging for the piMlcatien in 
South America of a popularly written Spanish langua ge non-fiction 
volume entitled "El Imparlo del It is intended to 

help the large Lithuanian eonsunlties in South America in their 
efforts to counteract fro-eomnsiist tondenoinn prevalent among 
native inhabitants* During «?tme 1953 the AECHAMPS also issued 
in Geraany 4,000 oopies of a 4-page German language anti-Soviet 
leaflet ( "gBd^&Mht tvr dlfltrl ” 

button by friendly Germans by mall to intellectuals in the 
western and Eastern Zenos* 



g. Over and above the specific items listed above, the 
AECHAMPS carry on a widespread program of political-publicity 
activity direetcd at the West for the uaderlylng purposes of 
(1) creating nsus to give substance to tranamissiona direeted 
at Soviet, (2) securing neutral third-party personal or mec h an i c a l 
outlets for their output or point of view, and, obviously, also, 
for the purpose of influencing Western opinion* To this end the 
AECHAMPS service regularly all leading newspapers, periodic publi- 
cations and broadcasting networks In Western Gemwjr, Austria rad 
Switzerland with a monthly Ctaraatt-language news bulletin ( H ELTA 
Pressed irast” ) and supplement this with extensive personal contact 
and frequent one-story news releases* 

their own name rad that of a "Lithuanian Sarastarlat for the 
t'* at Strasbourg they put out releases rad 
personal contact for the purpose of gaining access to 



french, Scandinavian and other European printed and radio news 
stadia* Shortly, the non-Oeraan language Stoop ean stems and 
- radio field la to be serviced with a French version of the 

" Elia fressedlenat 1 *. A current favored, and effective, temporary 
vxhm? prase device has been to convoke press conferences for 
the purpose of developing near personal contacts. A July 1953 
conference held at Hamburg la connection with Baltic demands to 
UN resulted in extensive European medium- end shortwave radio 
coverage. A spot check of Oemaan and Swiss papers revealed 
coverage in newspapers with a combined circulation of 1,150,000 
(not including papers not seen)* As events warrant, additional 
conferences are to be held in Bonn, Paris , Some, Strasbourg mad 
Luxembourg (the last intended to secure entree to Radio Luxem- 
bourg). 

3. ABCHAMP pp activities directed to Iron Curtain areas are 
tailored for mass appeal. Those activities which aro confined to the 
West, including the bulk of the ABCHAMP press-publication program, are 
distinctly aimed at makers of governmental and organised and mss 
public opinion. It can be said safely, on the basis of experience, 
that ABCHAMP PP activities have Impact and value for bay and the scope 
warranted by the total number of ABCHAMP nationals in emigration 
(approximately 1 , 500 , 000 ) and living under Soviet rule (approximately 
3 , 000 , 000 ) • Their effectiveness is dua to the fact that the AECHAMP 
organisation (a) has deep sentimental root in the homeland and its 
wartime history; (b) it has reasonably wan* general Lithuanian and 
non-Lithuanian public support as a moral spokesman for the homeland; 

(c) it Is not an artificial emigre creation; (d) AECHAKP, representing 
a small nation, can and does exploit natural sympathies for the under- 
dog; and, (e) the organisation has two-three dedicated individuals 
to carry the great intellectual load of the work. 

4* Except for those few individuals ABCHAMP otherwise limps along 
on an average level of personnel competence. This condition is the 
result, in turn, of the fact that ABCHAMP, like many another exile 
group, suffers seriously tern the helplessness of a spectator relegated 
to the role of looking out upon events and policies that are determined 
by the more powerful; from depletion of personnel through emigration; 
from general attrition by time end political uncertainty, and trm an 
obscure financial future. The majority of ABCHAMP leaders and employees 
ere in their positions by default. It can be said that, essentially, 
AECHaMP Is living on Its past moral strength and reputation. Unless 
ABCHAMP and the ABCHAMP cossnimlty takes measures to strengthen the organ!- 
eat ion in political and executive personnel, in tine, in perhaps the 
meadsuB of five years, the organisation may begin to disinMIgr&te, with 
or without our support, short of developments that may decide the fate 
of the ABCHAMP homeland. 






5* AECHAMP la organised sad staffed as follows i 

a* The group is headed by a governing body of 9 a s®» 
salaried political policy makers who meet irregularly and 
represent the major political views in the Lithuanian aa&L- 
Soviet community. At ite offices Is Reutliagen, Germany, 
AECHAMP has a staff of $ salaried officials who compose the 
SxMUtlV’d C wBi ttK on! 12 olsrMl 

employees. Of this nustoer, one Executive Cemm&ttee member, 

5 editorial and 2 olerloal employees are directly oNtownad 
with radio, press and ether FP-type activities. In addition, 
there is one sslsrled AECHAMP representative each on the scene 
si Radio Rome, Radio Vatican and Radio Madrid* It is believed 
that Madrid may eventually require 3 emp l oyee s and Rome* 
Vatican two oaployees each. 

b. Organisationally, PP aetivitlee some under the Juris- 
diction of the AECHAMP ' 'Inforiatlon Service" which Is oso of 
the four divisions of the AECHAMP mMUm Committee. Sines 
this 8 3srvise" supervisee all normal AECHAMP informational, 
as well as PP type publicity-propaganda activities, PP work 
Is segregated for sharpness and drive into a separate PP Staff. 
A competent chief is now being sought for this staff as a 
result of the resignation of a temporary head who had been 
hired on a trial basis. (SR has on hand s potential candidate 
for this post, tbs individual is aoooptable to AECHAMP and 
may be dlspatohod to Germany if found to be adequate after 
trial and training in the 0.3.) Current gape in qualified 
subordinate personnel are usually filled by AECHAMP through 
the expansive device of farming out tasks to oompetsnt 
individuals wherever they can be found, usually outside of 
Germany. 

o. There is no question in AECHAMP minds that the only 
American guidance they will consider is that which comae from 
us* For the purpose of procuring intelligent guidance on 
European and AECHAMP national trends, the group has in exist- 
enos an Informal advisory panel of prominent unpaid Lithuanian 
and non-Lithuanian individuals residing in major European 
centers who may make individual or collective suggestions 
through correspondsnes or eosssisnal consultations. In 
addition to this, throughout the world AECHAMP operates a net- 
work of some 50 volunteer oontributors-listenlng poets who are 
reimbursed for expenses and whose function it is to support 
AECHAMP political and PP activities by monitoring local con- 
ditions and keeping AECHAMP informed, by establishing contacts 
and by planting press and radio materials. This network covers 
all large U.S. and Canadian eosnumltles, all of Western Europe, 
South America, Australia and parts of the Middle East. 
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d. An eoc-offioio member of the PP staff is AEPOLB 6, 
the Chief of AECHAMP FI Operations. His function is to advise 
on possibilities and techniques for clandestine PP tasks, to 
carry than out and to keep generally informed on AECHAMP PP 
staff activities for this purpose. 

6. The sain propaganda line pursued by the AECHMP3 la unccm- 
prlaingly anti-Soviet, (to their own initiative they avoid arsti- 
Busslaiilam. The anti-Soviet lino is based on the assumption that 
tha leopard will not change hla spots | that while the present Soviet 
dictatorial system prevails all peaceful overtures to the West are 
ruses and that the non-Soviet world can begin crediting USSR with 
good will only when the Soviet regime begins making substantial 
political concessions to its own people and especially to conquered 
peoples. Underlying this approach is an understandable emphasis on 
demands for the liberation of the AECHAMP homeland. However, this 
matter is given general appeal by putting forth references to tho 
ABCHAMP national plight as an example of what befalls a nation when 
it beeoues a victim of Coroaunism. This is presented in the cense 
Mist "HO experienced Communism at first hand. Take warning from 
our tragedy and help us." The country itself is urged to resist 
and thwart Soviet authorities with all passive means, but above all, 
to try to preserve its moral and physical strength for the moment 
of decision. Thar of ore, until the time when broad overt resistance 
may become profitable, the nation should try to "roll with the punch" 
when no other opposition course other than open violence to Soviet 
pressure soems possible. A current major concern of the AECHAHPS 

is Idle development of children and youth p ro gram s that will appeal 
to both young and general audiences in USSR territory. In addition 
to their basic audience la IS8R, the AECHAHPS also try to reach sub- 
stantial groups of their own nationals la Poland, scatterings of 
them in BS3R, the last Zens of Germany and an audience of unknown 
else end unknown listening facilities la Siberia. 

7. Because of a lack of time and faculties AECHAMP radio 
activities have not been monitored for content during delivery or 
shocked prior to delivery on the air except in isolated eases of 
major addresses or news stories. However, the general and specific 
lines used are apparent at all times, in the overt ABCHAHP news 
bulletins and other publications. The AECHAMP attack line has been 
consistently stronger than that of the VGA or tho overt U.S. govern- 
mental lino without contradicting it in spirit w intent. Editorial 
control of AECHAMP press and radio production at the source would 
require the stationing of an SR representative at or near AECHAMP 
head quart era. He, in turn, would have to be serviced at least 
monthly with guidance on specific propaganda lines and with more 
frequent news and theme materials. Or, in time it may become mors 



profitable to establish SR links for speed and efficiency with AEGHAMP 
radio representatives in Reno and Madrid. Prom any point of view 
ABCHAKP radio activities moot bo regarded as still being in the stage 
of infancy sod experimmt. One of tho early needs is to obtain some 
data for an estimate of the probable audibility of Rome, Vatican and 
Madrid shortwave facilities in and around the main AEGHAMP target areas. 
This is a completely unknown natter. As of the simmer of 1951 scattered 
sources from the L3SR reported hearing rimers that Radio Vatican could 
be heard there in a non~Llthuanlan language, but nothing further has 
been learned to substantiate this. A possible indirect Indication that 
AEGHAMP radio activities are getting through to tho homeland is In tits 
fast that as of May 1953 three provincial 13SR radio stations went off 
tbs air (Siauliai, Kaunas, Klaipeda). Conceivably, this may have been 
a result of the ABCHAMP practise of specialising in monitoring these 
stations for revealing local news and rehroadoastlng it with eoamaent 
to the homeland and Western au&isnoes. 

8. Short of sending an SR representative to Germany for direst 
supervision of ASCHAKP PP activities, a possible alternative exists 
in the weakly pouches of news and themes currently going out from 
sa/2 to ABCHAMP3, if this ecrrespradoacs is expanded to include 
faAwtyi gitidaiioti on giwil pf o pa gam rf ja i ftynti and tuo^way did cuss Ions 
with AECRAMPS on routine problems of cooperation. In addition to a 
measure of oea&rol that this would constitute it would also fill the 
AEGHAMP meed for constant consultation on the American point of view. 
This they do not have now with tbs departure from Germany of all Baltin 
ease-end contacting officers. Presently, AEGHAMP natters are handled 
from Munich by Noviager on a part-tins basis. Should AEGHAMP PP 
activities show increasing promise end scops, eventually it may became 
nesssssry to have then handled on a full-tins basis beta in the field 
and at tho headquarters. The growth of these activities is likely to 
call for solutions to a number of serious but now dormant problems. 

A more virile and effective AEGHAMP may p r om pt German authorities to 
pressure the organisation Into sUfanltting to their control. This in 
turn nay raise onoe again the question of relocating AEGHAMP in some 
other part of Europe, taiefe would create new problems of security, 
control, personnel and increased subsidization. Thus far the Goon 
attitude to AEGHAMP has been that of friendly cooperation and assist* 
once. The attitude of the local stats authorities has been oarplngly 
hostile an towards a group of foreigners occupying sorely needed German 
housing facilities and enjoying privileges through the protection by 
the occupying powers at the expense of destitute Germans. Partly, 
AEGHAMP has continued to remain in Germany exactly because of this 
protect ion; partly, because it regards Germany as the focal point of 
Europe end also because the largest AEGHAMP ooamaniiy on the continent 
resides there. An Important factor is also the belief that operating 
expenses are lower in Germany than elsewhere in Europe. Thus, AEGHAMP 
salaries are geared to German standards end average 500-350 OK per 
month. 



9* At this writing there is no apparent reason why we should 
not continue to collaborate with AECHAKP and support the orgudaatlcn 
until it disqualifies itself or the need for this relationship ceases 
to exist. It is believed that a subsidy of ^ , Jehould be adequate 
If net slightly generous for all routine and developmental needs dur- 
ing the »«xt twelve soothe. Current support has been paid at the rate 
of C _} (in DHs) quarterly. These have been one-tine payments mads 
to the AECHAKPS, specifically for PP purposes. In Kerch end June of 
this year. (Two other one-tine general amwert subaMlae paid to the 
organisation were the equivalents of C . 3 and C_ _J turned over 

in 1950 and 1951 to keep the organisation going, la exchange for 
operational support.) It is believed that in the interest of control 
we should continue to pay future subsidies In quarterly installments. 
Ho we ver , any funds given to ABCHAMP will go further If the organisation 
Is advised that ap pr opr iations for it are made on an annual basis and 
that with performance there will be no reason why such appropriations 
will not be used up. This will enable the AECHAKPS to plan ahead with 
greater assurance and on a sounder basis than Is afforded by three- 
month periods. Also, our subsidies will be more valuable to the 
AECHAKPS If the funds are deposited in dollars In an AKCHAMP gg&oSnt 
In Switzerland in order to enable the organisation to take advantage 
of favorable Swiss rates and to keep the true extent of its finances 
from the knowledge of the German authorities. 

10, The A3CHAMPS adhere to the principle that they will maintain 
themselves as an organization and finance activities which are their 
"ralsens d* store" out of their regular income. This income cons lata of 
between 120,000 to 125,000 received annually in public subscriptions, 
which fluctuate considerably with the trend of public events but la 
general tend to doerease with the passage of time. Inherent ASCHAKP 
activities, in addition to purely organisational and patriotic work, 
are political notions carried out in connection with the OK, govern- 
mi ll tfflel&I and mafflciftl mrli Boviawtoi adgrt gr o up a and tha 
like* Since travel, office space, administrative and other overhead 
expanses ere Incurred necessarily in connection with both normal end 
PP-typc activities. It appears just to draw the line between subsidy 
and non-subsidy expenditures on the basis of the following formulas 

a. The AECHAKPS finance out of their own funds: 

(1) All expenses connected with organisational, 
patriotic and national and international 
political activity. Including national propa- 
ganda meetings, conferences, publication of 
notes and documentation, and recruitment of 
political personnel, and 



I 
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(11) Ons half of expenditures connected with 
administrative, travel, equipment end 
ether overhead needs. 

b. The ABCHAS4P3 drew \gxm subsidy funds fort 

(I) All radio, monitoring end non — Llthuanl an 
press and propaganda activities, and 

(II) One half of administrative and other ovsiv 
head expenditure® enumerated abets. 

11. The AECHAMPS are subject to monthly accountings to us on the 
use of subsidy funds. The present rate of sapendl&iiro averages 
$3,000 monthly, with approximately 90$ going to radio needs, 30? to 
press propaganda and 30P* to overhead and administration, including 
heavy postage and other distributism expenses. In the ABCHAMP organi- 
zation f unds , Including subsidies, are oontrollsd by an led spend— 
dent three-man ^^bSBft3L£98l a nd mpeditvm are mads against bills 
on the basis of eounteeralgoed vo uche r s . 



12. It is recommended, subject to the reservations stated In 
para 13 below, that) 

a. PP subsidy payments to AECHAMP be continued daring FT 

1954 at an annual rats of C D (or possibly C 3to allow 

greater freedom for orderly expansion) to be paid quarterly under 
the terns and methods outlined above (para 9-11)} 

b. The indigenous PP etaff chief selected by 3R/2 be 
dlapatohed to ABCHAMP at an early date to prevent the presently 
leaderless AECHAKP PP apparatus from falling into stagnation! 

o. The Indigenous PP staff chief be accompanied to his 
p©si by an SR/2 staff member assigned for a 3-aonth period of 
TUT to Initiate him Into his duties and gain for himself direct 
knowledge on the ground on the problems involved for more 
effective handling of future practical problems} 

d. Arrangements be made (possibly with appropriate EE and 
WE field stations) to apot-test the probable audibility of 
gftUaa Sfflg* Mafftjfl In the primary AECHAMP target 

areas} 




Security Information 



•• In the event the present premising ASCHAHP pp develop- 
ment should continue, consideration be given at the appropriate 
time to the question of a PCS field assignment of an 
menbar far the purpose of constant supervision, monitoring and 
control. It ie suggested that in the Interim a two-way exchange 
of eerrespeadaneo on a weekly to Id-day basis be initiated between 
ABCHAMP and this Headquarters on matters of enttaaM and day-to- 
day problems. it le alee suggested that SB/$ sample at irregular 

opinions on AECHAMP pp effectiveness m 
view ef the cumbersome and time-consuming nature that any direct 
nn t o - o r peat faete monitoring efforts by 3R/2 would have to 
take. 

f. Finally, dm to the fact that AECHAMp le constantly 
subject to polit i cal md qcoxvxxIa ayi 

ABCHAMP er ear control, it lo recommended that the A8CBUHP 
program of PP activities, as well as the entire relationship 
with AECHAMP, be subjected to a eonplate review at aiaHaontli 
Intervals to determine Its continued value as an instrument 
ef PP, FI and other anti-deviet activity. 

19. One general question pertaining to ASCHAM? or any other 
similar group that can be raised at this point is whether PP-type of 
collaboration of the character described here, emeladihg the question 
ef covert support, is a proper sphere of work for sa, or if it ie in 
fact ao, whether this collaboration could not be earned out mare 
effectively by seme other existing governmental or eemi-gowaHUMatel 
medium. Oar understandable need to apply covert practises to ell 
phases of such collaboration, with attendant distractions and diver- 
sion a of time and effort from other tasks, raises the question 
whether the value received is justified. There can be discussion even 
on the que s ti o n ef whether the teak of eovorit support itself is 
property placed, particularly in view of the pesamllile that what 
is new, ef necessity, being dene covertly, can be done more effectively 
overtly. These qu esti ons are noised hare net necessarily as a matter 
for discussion or as a r e co an c n datl on , lot primarily as a point, earning 
to the fore from extensive experience, which should be considered in 
periodic reviews of collaboration with such organisations as AECHAMP. 
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